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Secure is Fortune from the wounds the noble-heaited's tongue might deal;
To bare the swoid against a hag the Rustem-soul would nevei deign.

The palate of my fond desiie is tender, 'Asim, yea, in sooth
'Tis smitten of catarrh and may not taste the savoui of disdain. *

Ghazel. [354]

For ne'er a moment is this house of mourning void of wails and sighs, a
Nor leaves the sphere's inverted bowl to ring with sad despahing cries.

Adaptability to place is the condition of success;

Behold, not every drop of April rain becomes a pearl of pi ice. *

The seekeis after God no mention make of Paiadise 01 Hell;

The heart of lover tiue no standing-room for 'This' and 'That' supplies. *

Of none effect will counsel prove upon the haidened heart; tis like
The wax which till it melted be can ne'er receive the seal's device.

0  fcAsim, foi this curtained bride, my gracious heait-desired verse,
Shall ne'er another noble bridegroom like to clzzet Bey arise. 5

Ghazel [355]

'This can suffer Love,' within the Primal conclave did they say;
Then they called a flame 'a heart,' and set it in my breast straightway.
Shall not they, the eaith-born crew, he heaitened of the glow of Love?
Store they not the cheering grape-juice in the jar because it's clay9
From my riven bosom proffered is this bleeding heart of mine
To the youthful Magian, saying, 'This for Wine's athirst alway.'
Hasten, then and part those lashes, O thou fell, death-dealing glance!

1  That is, I  am tender-hearted;  my  loved one's coquetries only vex me,
I can derive no pleasure from them, as other poets say they do.

2  The 'house of mourning' is the world.

8 In order to succeed one must fulfil the conditions on which success
depends; thus, not every tain-drop becomes a pearl, but only such as comply
with the necessary condition of falling into the oyster-shell.

4 Here 'This and That' refeis specially to Paradise and Hell, but generally
to individuality as opposed to Unity, or to all things othei than the Beloved.

* This Izzet Bey is piobably the poet of that name who flourished under
Ahmed III. He and 'Asim may have written 'parallel*' to one anothei's verses.